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Abstract


The study documented a different style of the Kuratsa as performed at a “bisperas party” of a fiesta in Leyte; compared the notated version of the Kuratsa Visaya in 1920, by Francisca R. Aquino with a current version performed in Leyte; gathered the difference reasons and purposes of dancing the Kuratsa among the key respondents; and determined the role of the Kuratsa in a Fiesta. The organizing committee follow certain criteria in choosing the performers. Performers are selected from the crowd of spectators, and among the visitors and politicians who have graced the occasion.


Each performer had his/her own style of dancing the Kuratsa. The movements of the Kuratsa were unlimited and without specific counting or choreography. Most of the movements in Aquino's version of the Kuratsa were still performed but other movements were done as well. The Kuratsa in Leyte has evolved through the years. It is performed with a ritual, characterized by assisting the couple to the dance floor, laying down of handkerchief, the abduction whereby the female and the male are given a chair to sit on, the pasikat or the tossing of bills in a showering manner called lukat  or ransom if done by the couple and abwag or contribution if done by the spectators, and gathering the contribution that may be done by the couple or the organizers.  If in the past the Kuratsa was considered as a courtship dance, at present, the dance is considered as a fund raising dance. AS a tradition in Bislig, specifically during fiesta the Kuratsa is performed for different reasons. It is the highlight of the occasion; it is performed for entertainment; and it serves as a venue for camaraderie among guests, politicians, balikbayans and local folks. Through the Kuratsa, Waray traites and characteristics were also manifested – generous, united, helpful and cooperative.


The Kuratsa continues to exist among the Warays in Leyte, particularly in Bislig because it serves as a venue for camaraderie among its people. A benefit dance at a vespers night of a fiesta would not be complete without it.
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